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LETTER 

T  O 


Mr.  OGDEN \ 

SIR, 

HAVE  earneftly  wifhed,  that  the  un¬ 
happy  event  which  has  railed  this  de¬ 
bate,  might  be  foon  buried  in  oblivion  ; 
and  own  mylelf  greatly  aftonilhed,  that 
you  of  all  people,  fhould  dare  to  make 
it  more  public.  That  I  fhould  become 
inftrumental  in  keeping  up  fo  ungrateful  a  fubjedt,  is  to 
me  matter  of  great  unealinefs  :  But  to  have  my  integrity 
as  a  Man,  and  my  credit  as  a  Phylician  arraigned  and 
condemned,  by  a  fcandalous  fallifying  of  facts,  without  a 
reply,  is  not  confident  with  the  delicacy  which  I  fhall 
always  ftudy  to  maintain  throughout  the  whole  of  my 
condudf. 


I  know 


[  »  ] 

1  know  it  is  obferved,  that  the  profufion  of  Scurrility 
which  runs  through  your  whole  production,  will,  of  it- 
felf,  be  fufficient  to  invalidate  any  fads  therein  contain¬ 
ed  to  my  prejudice  ;  but  as  I  have  long  iince  learned,  that 
the  blacked:  mouth  can  attract  fome  attention  and  cre¬ 
dit,  I  chufe  not  to  rely  too  much  on  that  perfwafion. 
For  this  part  of  your  labor,  1  find  in  myfelf  neither 
inclination  nor  ability  to  make  you  any  return  ;  and  I 
blufh  to  have  it  thought  capable  of  moving  my  Refent- 
ment  at  all. 

As  there  are  unbiafs’d  witnefies  of  every  thing  which 
I  fhall  relate  or  animadvert  upon,  I  fhall  reft  the  truth 
of  my  reprefentation  on  their  teftimony,  leaving  my 
own  credit  to  counterballance  your  s.  I  am  well  aware, 
that  from  the  ftate  of  facts,  conclufions  will  be  drawn 
by  many,  who  cannot  be  qualified  for  fuch  a  talk.  I 
fhall  therefore,  fubjeCt  the  fairnefs  of  my  reafoning, 
and  my  conduct,  to  the  decifion  of  gentlemen  of  the 
profefiion,  who  can  be  the  only  competent  judges. 

I  would  willingly  avoid  the  mention  of  any  faCt, 
which  I  myfelf  was  not  a  witnefs  of  \  but  as  the 
ground-work  of  the  misfortune,  which  is  the  fubjeCt  of 
our  difpute,  was  laid  before  I  was  called  in,  I  muft  of 
necefnty  have  recourfe  to  it,  to  juftify  the  cenfure 
which  I  caff  upon  your  practice. 

My 
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My  firft  appointment  to  meet  you  on  Mifs  Davies’s 
cafe,  was  on  Friday  afternoon  (March  the  20th;)  but 
before  I  faw  my  patient,  I  was  conducted  into  Mrs.  Da¬ 
vies’s  apartment,  where  I  was  to  hear  the  hiftory  of 
the  difeafe,  and  of  your  procedings.  Mrs.  Davies, 
with  great  concern  indeed,  opened  the  fubjedt,  by  tel¬ 
ling  me  that  her  daughter  was  then  in  a  falivation  for  a 
fore  lip,  under  your  management ;  that  fhe  hoped  all 
things  went  well  on,  but  that  an  eruption  had  appeared, 
which  alarmed  her ;  and  that  her  great  anxiety  for  her 
child,  had  prevail’d  on  her  to  admit  of  my  advice  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Ogden’s;  that  you  had ftrenuouily 
oppofed  this,  forefeeing,  that  a  Phyfician  would  over¬ 
rule  you,  and  that  you  could  not  anfwer  for  the  confe- 
quence  :  But  as  you  at  laft  confented,  Mrs.  Davies  111- 
treated  me,  in  the  Pcrongeft  terms,  to  precede  friendly 
and  harmonioufly  with  you,  which  I  promifed  to  do. 
Hereupon  you  came  into  the  room,  and  with  great  a- 
bruptnefs,  and  flrong  marks  of  uneafinefs  in  your  coun¬ 
tenance,  begun  your  hiftory. 

The  dates  of  your  attendance  I  remember  not,  nor 
are  they  neceffary  ;  but  your  defeription  of  the  diforder, 
I  can  never  forget.  You  faid,  that  you  found  a  confl- 
derable  tumor  and  hardnefs  in  Mifs  Davies’s  lower 
lip,  and  an  ulcer  in  it,  fo  deep  as  to  admit  you  to  turn 
your  thumb  in  it ;  this  you  thought  fo  deferiptive,  as 

to 
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to  repeat  it  feveral  times  ;  that  you  had  conceived  a 
mercurial  courfe  the  propereft  for  fuch  a  complaint  ; 
that  you  had  therefore  given  her  four  dofes  of  Calomel, 
containing  four  grains  each  ;  that  you  had  purged  off  the 
two  firft  dofes  with  Manna  ;  and  as  you  faw  no  good  ef¬ 
fect  from  them,  that  you  had  differed  the  two  lafb  to  re¬ 
main  in  her  blood,  and  had  followed  them  with  a  fu¬ 
migation  of  Cinnabar,  and  with  mercurial  Unction,  in 
order  to  raife  a  fpitting  ;  that  the  fpitting  was  now 
going  on  very  gently  and  fuccefsfully  ;  for  that  the 
tumor  was  much  foftened  and  wafted,  and  the  ulcer 
greatly  improved  in  its  appearance,  and  contracted  in 
its  extent. 

During  this  relation,  I  probably  interpofed  feveral 
times,  with  faying,  very  well ,  which  are  words  of  courfe 
in  common  converfation,  whilft  we  fee  no  caufe  for  con¬ 
tradiction.  But  you  have  artfully  enough  converted  them 
for  fome  other  of  your  own  creating)  to  a  meaning  they 
were  never  intended  for.  For  to  approve ,  or  to  commend , 
your  management  of  a  cafe  upon  the  authority  of  your 
own  defcription  only,  wou’d  be  paying  your  veracity 
and  judgment  a  higher  compliment  than  I  have  hitherto 
thought  they  have  deferved.  Thus  like  wife,  whilft  you 
were  celebrating  the  feats  performed  by  Mercury  in  this 
cafe,  I  might  probably  (though  I  recoiled:  not  a  fyllable 
of  the  matter)  throw  in  my  commendations  of  it  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  but  that  I  fhould  extol,  or  even  approve  of  a  faliva- 

tion 
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don  in  a  diforder  which  I  was  hitherto  unacquainted  with, 
but  was  immediately  about  to  examin,  fufiiciently  con¬ 
tradicts  itfelf. 

What  treatment  mud;  I  expeCt  in  the  fequel  of  your 
book,  when  fuch  is  the  ingenuity  of  the  firft  paragraph 
relating  to  me  ?  But  though  it  be  no  unapt  fpecimen  of 
all  the  reft,  yet  I  perceive  it  is  tricked  up  with  more  art 
than  common,  as  it  is  to  introduce  hereafter,  a  proof  of 
my  being  a  Prevaricator. 

Your  hiftory  being  ended,  I  was  introduced  to  my 
Patient.  I  immediately  apply’d  myfelf  to  examin  the 
grand  caufe  of  her  confinement ;  and  to  my  great  a- 
mazement,  found  the  lip,  which  had  but  a  very  few 
days  before,  been  fo  extremely  hard  and  largely  fwell’d, 
was  now  as  foft  as  the  other,  and  as  little  exceding  its 
natural  fize  as  moft  lips  under  Salivations  do.  The  ul¬ 
cer  which  a  thumb  might  the  other  day  be  turned  in, 
was  now  meerly  fuperficial,  and  not  equal  to  the  fize  of 
a  fix-pence :  Its  afpedt  was  as  kind,  and  its  cleannefs  as 
great,  as  if  a  knife  had  but  juft  remov'd  the  fkin  ;  for 
there  was  not  the  leaft  flough  or  fordes  of  any  kind  up¬ 
on  it.  Her  fpitting  was  plentiful ;  her  tongue  and  cheeks 
not  highly  fwelled  ;  fpirits  and  pulfe  tolerably  good  ;  u- 
rine  and  ftools  uncommonly  regular  and  eafy  ;  but  her 
fweating  I  thought  enormous,  though  indeed  it  was  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  the  Barricadoes  of  Skreens 
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and  Blankets  that  guarded  the  door,  window,  and  bed  ; 
the  multiplicity  of  bed-gowns,  added  to  a  flannel  fhift, 
which  covered  the  body  ;  the  manyfold  and  hot  cloth¬ 
ing  that  defended  the  head  and  neck,  with  thick  wool¬ 
len  flock ings  and  gloves,  an  increas’d  weight  of  bed- 
cloaths,  and  a  glowing  fire,  were  enough  furely  to  dif- 
folve  any  thing  that  had  the  leaf!:  moifture  in  it. 

To  this  extravagant  clothing,  I  attributed  the  erup¬ 
tion,  which  had  railed  Mrs.  Davies’s  alarm,  and  was,  I 
apprehend,  the  principal  motive  for  my  being  called  in. 
It  was  as  truly  military ,  and  as  rank  a  one  as  I  ever  faw. 
You  have  wifely  dropp’d  all  mention  of  this  appearance ; 
for  it  is  plain,  and  indeed  was  your  own  ingenuous  con- 
f efllon,  that  you  knew  nothing  of  military  eruptions  at  all ; 
you  denied  this  to  be  milliary,  and  faid,  that  not  a  lying-in 
woman,  that  yourfelf  or  wife  attended,  was  without  fuch 
a  one  ;  and  that  you  had  never  feen  any  ill  confequence 
from  it.  To  which  I  replied,  that  milliary  eruptions 
were  very  often  accompanied  with  mild  fymptoms  ;  but 
that  1  generally  fufpecled,  (for  from  experience  I  fpoke  it) 
a  malignancy  in  the  caufe  producing  them. 


You  rauft  remember,  that  I  to  your  face  condemn’d 
the  too  hot  clothing  ;  but  as  it  was  not  now  very  fafe  to 
leflen  it,  and  as  all  things  were  at  prefent  in  a  calm  fitua- 
tion,  I  encouraged  Mifs  Davies  all  I  could  to  hope,  as  I 
myfelf  then  did,  that  all  things  would  go  on,  and  end 

.  well  ; 
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well ;  and  lince  the  falivation  which  fhe  was  in,  was  to 

no  improper  height,  and  her  ftrength  and  fpirits  in  fo  to¬ 
lerable  a  Hate,  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  watch,  in  or¬ 
der  to  oppofe  any  bad  fymptoms  that  might  arife.  I  exa¬ 
mined  all  her  drinks,  which  I  neither  condemned  nor  al¬ 
tered  ;  ad vi ling  only,  that  Ihe  fhould  take  fomething  a 
little  cordial ,  when  (he  became  lickilh  or  chilly  ;  for  Ihe 
complain’d  of  thefe  fymptoms  troubling  her  two  or  three 
times  in  a  night. 

I  now  took  my  leave,  but  you  more  affiduous  flay’d 
behind  ;  and  though  you  had  not  made  the  leaf!  reply 
to  my  cenfure  of  the  clothing,  you  now  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  fneer  at  my  thinking  Mifs  Davies  kept  too 
hot ,  when  it  appeared  that  fhe  complained  of  being  chil¬ 
ly.  Let  thofe,  whom  I  above  call  competent  judges ,  de¬ 
cide,  whether  this  fymptom,  as  well  as  the  fick  nefs,  was 
not  likely  to  be  the  confequence  of  too  fevere  fweating. 

We  vifited  otir  Patient  again  the  fame  evening,  and 
found  all  things  much  in  the  fame  lituation  as  we  had  left 
them  about  four  hours  before  ;  though  you  are  pleafed 
to  affirm,  that  the  fpitting  was  much  abated,  and  that 
you  recommended  its  being  raifed,  but  that  I  oppofed  it ; 
to  all  thefe  feveral  aflertions,  I  can  give  no  other  anfwer 
than, — they  are  all  abfolutely  falfe.  At  this  vifit,  I  think 
it  was,  I  expreffed  my  aftonifhment  to  Mrs.  Davies  and 
my  Patient,  that  you  fhould  falivate  for  fo  trifling  a  dis¬ 
order  ; 
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order;  that  milder  methods  fhould  have  been  longer 
tried,  before  the  neceffity  of  fo  troublefome  an  operation 
could  appear ;  but  as  it  leemed  to  produce  good  effects, 
and  the  principal  trouble  was  gone  through,  it  was  rea  - 
fonable  to  continue  it.  I  own  you  was  not  prefent  at 
this  accufation  ;  for  as  it  could  not  aff.ct  our  procedings, 
which  were  not  now  to  be  altered,  and  might  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  Mrs.  Davies  fo  flrongly  recommended  to 
us,  it  was  left  in  her  breall  to  publifh  it  to  you  or  not. 


The  great  commotion  of  Mrs.  Davies’s  ipirits  during 
my  firft  vilit,  which  I  apprehend  your  extraordinary  be¬ 
havior  threw  her  into,  prevented  her  interrupting  you  in 
the  defcription  of  the  cafe.  But  fhe  afterwards  recol¬ 
lected  a  very  material  circumftance  in  your  account,  which 
was  not  agreeable  to  truth  ;  and  communicated  the  fame 
to  her  daughter.  At  either  our  fecond  or  third  meeting, 
but  it  is  of  no  coniequence  which,  Mifs  Davies  charged 
you  in  fome  warmth,  with  having  given  me  a  very  falfe 
defcription  of  her  lip,  when  it  was  at  the  worft ;  for  inftead 
of  having  fuch  an  ulcer  as  you  could  turn  your  thumb  in, 
fhe  inlifted  there  was  no  hollow  in  it  all,  but  rather  an 
eminence.  Mrs.  Davies  joined  in  this  affertion  and  re- 
fentment :  perhaps  your  confulion  might  prevent  your 
reply,  for  you  made  no  intelligible  one  at  all. 


On  Saturday  morning  I  vilited  alone,  and  found  the 
fpitting  a  good  deal  abated,  as  you  had  informed  me  in 

my 
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my  Chamber ;  but  as  this  is  a  common  confequence  oi 
a  night  of  good  reft,  as  the  iaft  had  proved,  I  apprehended 
it  might  rile  again  in  the  day-time,  and  therefore  made 
not  the  leaft  alteration.  It  was  at  this  time  Mifs  Davies 
afked  me  what  it  was  that  you  applied  to  her  lip,  that 
gave  her  fuch  exquifite  pain ;  to  which  I  could  give  her 
no  fatisfactory  anfwer,  as  I  had  never  feen  nor  heard  of 
any  application  at  all ;  but  pronounced  every  thing  unne- 
ceiTary,  as  the  ulcer  was  in  fo  exactly  clean  a  ftate. 

At  this  evening’s  vilit,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  what 
I  had  foretold,  come  to  pal's  ;  for  my  Patient  had  fpit  fo  • 
plentifully  in  the  day-time,  as  to  make  the  product  from 
the  laft  twenty-four  hours  nearly  three  pints,  This  1  de- 
monftrated  to  Mrs.  Davies,  Mr.  Spurstow,  and  the  other 
attendants,  by  pouring  the  whole  night’s  and  day’s  fpittle 
together  in  a  bafon  before  them  ;  when  it  was  computed 
to  be  the  above-mentioned  quantity.  Mrs.  Davies  at 
this  time  afked,  if  it  was  not  neceftary  to  raife  and  to 
keep  up  falivations  to  a  certain  pitch,  in  order  to  make 
them  effectual ;  in  anfwer  to  which  I  obferved,  that  the 
quantity  before  us,  if  kept  up  a  due  Time,  was  fuffici- 
ent  to  overcome  the  moft  inveterate  and  malignant  difeafe 
that  falivation  could  cure.  Such  only  as  are  converfant  in 
thefe  cafes  can  judge  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  and 
let  fuch  determin  it.  It  had  the  effect  of  giving  Mrs.  Da¬ 
vies  fatisfaffion ;  and  neither  fire  nor  any  other  perfon 
in  my  hearing,  urged  either  the  neceftity,  or  a  defire  oi 

C  having; 
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having  this  {pitting  increafed ;  as  indeed  there  could  be 
no  plea  for  it.  I  think  myfelf  happy  in  having  fuch  cir- 
cumflantial  and  indubitable  proof  of  the  copioufnefs  and 
fufficiency  of  this  day’s  falivation,  fince  the  whole  force 
of  your  accufation  is,  at  this  time ,  particularly  aimed  at 
me.  As  nothing  therefore  feemed  wanting,  nothing  was 
yet  done. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  fpitting  nearly  flopped  ;  but 
as  our  Patient  s  fpirits  and  pulfe  kept  pretty  well  up,  I 
propofed  waiting  till  evening,  to  fee  whether  the  faliva- 
tion  would  rife  again,  as  it  had  done  the  day  before  :  but 
as  you  urged  the  neceffity  of  railing  it  immediately,  in 
fuch  Jirong  terms ,  I  at  lafl  confented  to  have  the  very 
quantity  of  ointment  applied,  which  you  propofed ;  but 
pronounced,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  the  falivation  was 
falling  in  earned,  this  application  would  not  have  the 
leaft  effedt,  without  a  repetition ;  you  infilled,  that  it 
would  fhew  its  felf  by  evening. 

I  now  interrogated  you  about  the  application  to  the 
lip  ;  which,  you  faid,  was  nothing  but  Honey  of  Rofes ; 
though  you  have,  fince  owned,  that  it  contained  Tincture 
of  Myrrh,  and  Egyptian  Honey  befides.  I  afferted,  there 
was  no  neceffity  for  even  fo  moderately-ffiarp  a  dreffing, 
when  the  lip  was  fo  perfectly  clean.  You  affirmed,  that 
it  would  help  to  heal  it.  I  infilled,  that  all  acrid  things 
(for  this  plainly  acted  as  fuch)  mull  prevent  the  healing, 

which 
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which  would  come  on  in  the  common  way  of  drying  or 
fcabbing  luperficially,  and  digefting  and  fkinning  under. 
This  trifling  oppofltion  provoked  you  to  that  degree, 
that  I  expected  you  would  have  left  your  Patient  in  my 
hands  only  ;  but  after  a  turn  or  two  about  the  room, 
you  relented. 

It  was  on  this  day  that  you  expatiated  before  Mrs.  Da¬ 
vies,  on  the  abfolute  neceflity  there  had  been  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  fpitting.  The  geftures  and  terms  which  you 
made  ufe  of  on  this  occalion,  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  de- 
fcribe,  for  I  was  '  not  prefent ;  but  the  amount  of  all 
was, — that  her  daughter’s  cafe  was  venereal.  Now  in 
your  whole  defcription  of  the  cafe  to  me,  and  at  all 
the  meetings  which  we  had  had,  although  "That  in 
my  chamber  was  as  private  as  poflible,  not  one  fyllable 
concerning  venereal  infeElion  ever  dropped  from  you.  Is 
this  acting  in  concert  ?  Is  this  confulting  for  our  Patient’s 
benefit  ?  Is  this  complying  with  Mrs.  Davies’s  injunction 
of  proceding  harmonioufly  together  ?  Is  this  aCting  up 
to  the  rule  which  you  hereafter  lay  down,  that  we  ought, 
when  call’d  together,  communicate  our  inmojl  thoughts 
of  our  Patient  ? 

In  the  evening  I  found,  that  the  ointment  had  pro¬ 
duced  no  effeCt  at  all ;  and  that  the  fwelling  of  the  chaps 
was  intirely  fubfided  ;  that  confiderable  anxiety  and  reft- 
leffnefs,  had  made  this  day  a  very  'unhappy  one.  You 

had 
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had  made  your  vifit  before  the  appointed  hour  ;  and  had 
ended  it  without  leaving  the  leaft  direction.  When  I  ar¬ 
rived,  my  Patient  thought  herfelf  inclin’d  to  reft,  and  I 
flayed  not  to  interrupt  it,  but  foon  took  my  leave,  with 
giving  orders  for  the  cordial  drink  to  be  ufed  more  freely 
than  before. 


•  On  Monday  morning  I  was  called  to  Mifs  Davies, 
about  three  o’clock.  She  had  been  excedingly  reftlfs 
till  near  one  ;  then  flept  about  half  an  hour,  and  awoke 
in  a  ftrong  phrenzy.  Her  pulfe  was  weakened,  and 
fomewhat  unfteady  ;  her  fweating,  as  well  as  {pitting, 
was  intirely  checked,  for  her  body  was  now  in  perpetual 
agitation.  I  immediately  wrote  for  Blifters  and  a  ner¬ 
vous  TinCture  ;  but  before  they  arrived,  I  recollected 
that  nothing  fhould  be  done  without  your  infpeEiion  ; 
therefore  lent  a  fervant  to  call  you  in  all  hafte.  Y ou  came 
before  either  plaifter  was  laid  on,  or  drop  was  given  ; 
though  you  affirm  the  contrary.  But  if  you  happen  to 
be  more  incorrect  in  your  account  of  this  day  than  of 
any  other,  I  fhall  not  think  it  inexplicable  ;  for  fuch 
an  objedt  of  confufion  my  eyes  never  met,  as  yourfelf, 
when  you  entered  Mifs  Davies’s  chamber.  Inftead  of 
fitting  down  to  examine  the  melancholy  circumflances  of 
your  Patient,  you  ftalked  about  the  room,  muttering 
fomething  to  yourfelf,  and  looking  hideous  ghaftly.  The 
Caufe  of  this  uneafinefs  your  own  confciouinefs  can  beft 
explain  :  but  as  I  am  to  be  made  the  author  of  the  Ca- 

taftrophe, 


t  *3  3 

taftrophe,  I  am  likewife  to  be  fet  off  with  the  diforder  of 
mind,  which  fuch  an  event  was  likely  to  produce  ;  there¬ 
fore,  in  your  own  ftead,  you  have  placed  me  in  this  com- 
pofed  attitude.  Your  fhock  being  fomewhat  overcome,  I 
told  you  what  I  had  propofed  doing  ;  you  inftantly 
agreed,  and  begg’d  of  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  poffi- 
ble  in  my  applications.  You  now  became  more  affable 
and  communicative,  and  agreed  with  me,  that  our  Pa¬ 
tient  was  in  a  moft  defperate  htuation,  and  that  no 
time  or  opportunity  fhould  be  loft  in  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
lieve  her.  Accordingly  a  bliftering  plaifter  was  applied  to 
her  back  ;  the  nervous  drops  given,  and  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
peated  frequently  ;  and  we  agreed  to  meet  again  at  ele¬ 
ven  o’clock.  But  before  that  hour  came  you,  with  Mr. 
Spurs  tow,  called  upon  me  at  my  lodging,  with  ftrong 
fy mp toms  of  the  confufton  ftill  upon  you ;  and  there  har- 
rangued  upon  the  obligation  which  people  of  our  pro- 
feftion  were  under,  when  met  together  upon  bulinefs,  of 
communicating  freely  their  inmoft  thoughts  concerning 
their  patients,  and  the  means  of  relieving  them.  This 
doftrin  I  allow’d  was  ftriCtly  juft,  and  I  had  always  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  practife  it.  After  this  preamble,  my  expecta¬ 
tion  of  fome  grand  information  or  propofal  from  you  was 
highly  raifed ;  and  at  laft  you  afked, — what  if  we  were 
to  give  Mifs  Davies  an  opening  Glyfter  ;  to  which  I  gave 
an  immediate  and  obvious  anfwer,— -that  I  never  knew 
any  one  under  a  falivation  fo  regular  in  ftools  as  the  had 
been  ;  and  that  a  lingle  motion  in  her  prelent  lhatter’d 
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condition,  was  likely  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  her  life. 
Upon  this  you  acquielc’d,  and  left  me  with  more  com- 
pofednefs  and  complaifance  than  common. 

We  both  kept  our  hour,  but  found  our  Patient’s  cafe 
ftill  more  deplorable.  More  Blifters  were  by  mutual  con- 
fent  ordered  ;  but  before  they  cou’d  be  prepared  and  ap¬ 
plied,  I  was  again  called  in  the  utmoft  hafte,  and  found 
things  in  fuch  extremity,  as  to  be  allured  that  they,  nor 
any  thing  elfe  cou’d  profit.  For  a  purging  was  come  on, 
attended  with  great  finking  and  irregularity  in  the  pulfe, 
and  a  ftrong  convulfion  ;  which  Death  only  cou’d  com- 
pofe.  This  ludden  event,  feems  to  verify  what  I  had  ap¬ 
prehended  wou’d  prove  the  confequence  of  purging  in 
:uch  circumftances. 

I  have  now  finifhed.  my  ftory,  but  cannot  quit  the  fub- 
jedt,  before  I  have  brought  its  principal  parts  nearer  to¬ 
gether,  and  made  a  few  obfervations  upon  them.  During 
the  courfe  of  thele,  I  fhall  keep  two  points  only  in  view ; 
which  are, — to  fhew  how  my  cenlure  of  your  practice 
is  founded,  and — to  prove  the  falfhood  of  your  alperfions 
on  mine. 

I  have  faid  that  you  falivated  Mifs  Davies  unneceffa- 

rily - My  firft  view  of  the  cafe  fuggefted  this  to  me 

ftrongly  j  and  on  further  examination,  I  cou’d  not  for¬ 
bear  declaring  it  both  to  herfelf  and  Mrs.  Davies.  For, 

to 
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to  fee  a  young  Lady  of  great  delicacy,  fubjefted  to  the 
raoft  loathfom  operation  in  the  whole  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  ;  to  fee  one  of  a  moft  nervous  conftitution,  diflblving 
at  the  fame  time  in  profufe  fweats,  from  an  extravagant 
weight  oi  cloathing  ;  and  all  this  for  a  fore  upon  her  lip, 
which  to  me  appeared  trifling,  cou’d  not  furely  provoke 
a  lefs  acrimonious  cenfure,  than  calling  it  unnecejfary 
practice.  Your  apology  for  this  proceding  is — that  this 
ulcer  had  been  fo  deep  that  you  cou’d  have  turned  your 
thumb  in  it  ;  that  it  had  an  unkindly  afpect  •  and  that 
you  had  given  feveral  dofes  of  Calomel,  and  had  applied 
a  cleanflng  drefling  externally,  but  all  to  no  purpofe  y 
that  therefore  a  falivation  became  neceflary.  To  this  I 
fay, — that  your  defcription  of  the  fore  is  notorioufly  a 
falfe  one  ;  that  your  dofes  of  Calomel  which  were  purged 
off  (for  all  others  tended  to  the  falivation)  were  but  two, 
and  thefe  containing  but  four  grains  each  ;  your  external 
application  was  common  and  proper  enough.. 


Can  any  thing  juftify  fuch  chicanery  ?  Do  thefe  trials 
againft  a  Angle  fore,  that  might  be  commodioufly  view’d, 
handled  and  drefled,  vindicate  fuch  rafh  treatment  ?  But 
when  I  add  (for  I  have  undoubted  proof  of  it)  that  the 
falivation  was  raifed  by  adminiftring  Calomel,  Fumigation 
and  mercurial  Un£tion,  all  in  one  day ;  that  the  oint  ¬ 
ment  was  ordered  in  a  box  of  indeterminate  contents,  and 
was  applied  by  women  unknowing  in  the  operation  y  I  am 
at  a  lofs  what  fort  of  term  to  give  fuch  practice ;  for  no  Au¬ 
thor 
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thor  has  ever  yet  fpoken  of  it.  The  more  I  confider  this 
unartful  procefs,  (to  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name)  the  higher 
is  my  furprize  railed,  that  it  produced  no  immediate  vio-v 
lent  effeCfs  :  but  perhaps  the  fweats  might  be  thus  far 
affifting,  for  one  evacuation  will  always  counteract  ano¬ 
ther  ;  though  between  them  both  the  poor  patient  may  fall 
to  the  ground. 

$  •  *  *  /  ,  if'  ,? 

Y ou  had  indeed,  upon  viewing  this  ulcer  concluded  with 
yourfef  and  have  lince  poffitively  and  publicly  affirmed, 
that  it  was  venereal ;  and  therefore  it  required  falivation. 
— I  know  there  is  an  afpeCt  faid  to  be  peculiar  to  vene¬ 
real  fores,  yet  I  will  appeal  to  the  beft  practitioners  in  fuch 
cafes,  whether  this  fign  alone  be  not  very  fallible  and  un¬ 
certain  ;  and  not  truly  pathognomic,  as  we  term  it ;  and 
beg  leave,  after  your  example,  to  refer  to  an  Author, 
who  on  this  fubjeCt  is,  infiar  omnium ;  this  is  Astruc. 
But  although  I  can  never  give  up  my  private  .  opinion  of 
the  harmlefs  nature  of  this  diforder,  yet  for  argument 
fake  I  can  admit  all  that  you  afk,  namely,  that  it  was 
truly  venereal ;  are  you  therefore,  upon  the  fight  of  a  fingle 
external  ulcer,  without  any  other  mark  of  contaminated 
blood,  to  procede  immediately  to  falivation  ?  This  is  prac¬ 
tice  which  may  enrich  your  purfe  ;  and  as  the  cure  is  eafy, 
you  may  probably  fuccede  ;  but  when  a  mifearriage  hap¬ 
pens,  (for  that  is  plainly  poffible)  what  gain  can  repair 
the  lofs  of  your  mind’s  eafe  ? 

•  - .  .  -  .  ; : . ;  .  You 


You  feern  to  vaunt  much  on  having  lo  great  a  name 
as  Mr.  Cheselden’s  to  back  your  practice  ;  but  when 
you  have  fo  prevaricated  in  your  delcription  of  the  difeafe  ; 
when  you  have  called  your  patient’s  conftitution  a  good 
one,  although  Mrs.  Davies  herfelf  cautioned  you,  lb  par¬ 
ticularly,  about  its  tender nefs ,  as  to  exprefs  her  apprehen- 
lion  that  her  daughter  would  drop  through  your  fingers, 
(for  they  were  her  own  words)  if  fuch  feverities  were 
ufed ;  and  the  few  trials  which  you  had  made,  previous 
to  falivation,  had  fufficiently  proved  it ;  and  when  the  le- 
veral  dofes  of  Calomel,  mention’d  in  the  cafe,  are  re¬ 
duced  to  eight  grains  in  the  whole  ;  may  we  not  alk  if 
that  gentleman  was  not  cajol’d  into  this  opinion  ?  The 
terms  of  his  anfwer  are  indeed  moft  extraordinary ;  and, 
without  the  apology  of  his  paralytic  diforder,  wou’d  Icarce- 
ly  yet  ferve  to  remove  the  fufpicion  of  it’s  genuinnefs. — 
Such  are  my  cenfures,  and  fuch  is  my  fupport  of  them  ! 

Your  charge  againft  me  leems  comprized  in  two  arti¬ 
cles  ;  namely,  in  approving  at  firffc,  and  afterwards  con¬ 
demning  your  management  of  Mifs  Davies  ;  and  in  being 
the  means  of  lowering  or  fupprejjing  her  falivation.  Both 
thefe  particulars  feem  fufficiently  anfwered  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  regulation  of  fads.  For  I  affirm,  that  at  either 
my  fecond  or  third  vifit,  I  condemned  the  falivation  as 
unneceflary,  altho’  I  allowed  it  to  procede  well  on,  and 
hoped  for  its  good  event.  And  if  I  can  be  the  inftru- 
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ment  of  fupprefling  it,  without  moving  or  altering  the 
leaf!  tittle,  I  have  loft  my  Reafon\  or  if  I  ever  refilled 
any  propofal  of  your’s  for  heightening  it,  [Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  only  excepted,  when  I  afterwards  comply’d)  I  have 
loft  my  Integrity.  j  ’ 

But  there  feems  fomething  more  infinuated,  than  is  ex- 
prefled,  in  this  accufation ;  and  I  find  the  common  way 
of  reducing  it  in  into  an  argument,  is  this, — Mifs  Da¬ 
vies’s  falivation  Hopped,  and  fhe  dy’d  ;  Doctor  Hayes 
fuffered  it  to  Hop,  therefore  he  was  the  caufe  of  her 
Death.  The  Hopping  the  falivation  has  already  been  luf  - 
ficiently  controverted ;  and  whether  this  Lady’s  death 
was  occafioned  by  her  being  lalivated  at  all ;  or  whether 
prolonging,  or  railing  it  to  a  higher  pitch,  was  likely  to 
prevent  it,  is  a  point  which  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
only  can  difcufs  ;  they  only  can  determin  it. 

»  .(■  *  '  ^  t  ,  y  t  i  ' 

*  ~  ■  >•  .  .  |  '  %  (. 

The  gentleman’s  cafe,  which  your  malice  has  lugg’d 
in,  is  yet  a  ftronger  inftance  of  your  want  of  candor  and 
veracity.  This  gentleman,  fix  or  feven  years  ago,  called 
upon  me  to  relieve  him,  when  in  moft  exquifite  pain,  from 
an  inflammation  in  his  groin.  He  informed  me,  that  he 
had  fallen  a  few  days  before,  with  this  part  upon  the  edge 
or  corner  of  a  fhop-fhutter ;  and  that  thereupon  this  in¬ 
flammation  and  fwelling  had  arifen.  I  directed  relaxing 
fomentations  and  poultices,  which  gave  him  fome  degree 
of  eale :  but  as  the  tumor  ftill  remained,  I  told  him  it 

would 
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would  need  a  Surgeon’s  care,  more  than  mine.  You  there¬ 
fore  was  fent  for  ;  and  I  told  you,  that  from  the  manner 
of  the  accident,  and  from  the  fituation  of  the  complaint,  I 
had  apprehended  a  falling  down  of  the  gut ;  but  that  the 
hardnefs  of  the  tumor  feem’d  to  contradict  that  fulpicion. 
You  at  this  time  made  no  oppolition  or  reflection,  either 
on  my  opinion  or  management  of  the  cafe ;  we  therefore 
agreed  upon  fome  applications,  I  cannot  now  recoi¬ 
led  what.  I  left  my  patient  wholy  to  your  care,  though 
he  offered  to  engage  me  to  continue  my  vifits  ;  which  I 
got  excufed,  as  being  unneceffary.  Not  the  leaft  men¬ 
tion  or  hint  of  venereal  infedion  dropped  from  him  dur¬ 
ing  my  attendance  ;  which-  did  not  excede  three  days  : 
neither  did  you  ever  exprefs  the  leaf!;  fufpicion  of  this 
diforder  having  a  foul  caufe  in  my  hearing.  Mr.  Ledsham 
can  confirm  all  this. 

J,  4  , ' 

Now,  as  the  reward  as  well  as  the  merit  of  a  cure,  is 
generally  inhanced  in  proportion  to  the  danger  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  it  not  reafonable  to  conjedure,  that  this  term 
venereal  is  your  common  engine,  to  play  off  on  proper 
occalions  ?  You  have,  in  your  introdudion  to  this  gen¬ 
tleman’s  cafe,  produced  another  motive  for  your  indigna¬ 
tion  againft  me  ;  which  is, — my  interfering  in  your  pro¬ 
vince  of  Surgery.  On  this  occafion  I  muff  obferve  that, 
from  my  fxrft  fetting  out  in  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  I  never 
thought  any  branch  of  the  art  beneath  my  notice  :  and 
as,  in  the  profecution  of  thefe  ftudies,  I  found  there  were 

very 


■  [  ao  ] 

very  few  cafes  in  Surgery,  which  needed  not  the  Phyfi- 
cian’s  aid,  I  made  the  beft  ufe  I  could  of  thofe  good  op¬ 
portunities  which  the  London  hofpitals  gave  me  of  looking 
into  the  Surgeon’s,  as  well  as  the  Phylician’s  practice  : 
and  fhall  always  think  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  within  my 
province,  to  interpofe  my  advice  in  thefe  cafes,  when  it  is 
wanted ;  but  abfolutely  rejedt  the  manual  pradtice. 

The  fruitfulnefs  of  your  invention,  needed  no  ftronger 
proofs  than  have  already  been  given  ;  yet  you  have  in¬ 
troduced  another  Lady  to  raife  the  reputation  of  this  part 
of  your  character  (till  higher  :  for  to  what  other  purpofe 
can  a  ftory  ferve,  which  is  from  beginning  to  end, 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  me,  wholy  fidtion  ?  At  the  time 
you  mention,  I  was  no  otherwife  employ’d  for  this  Lady, 
than  as  I  was  intreated  by  her  neareft  friends  to  engage 
you  not  to  fhock  her  with  your  opinion  of  her  difbrder, 
if  it  happened  to  be  a  bad  one.  How  you  performed  this 
engagement,  thofe  friends  can  beft  relate.  The  long 
courfe  of  medicines,  which  my  Soothings  and  Blandijh- 
ments  prevailed  on  her  to  fubmit  to  on  this  occafion,  has 
been  fpun  intirely  out  of  your  own  Brain. 

f".  "  4  .  \ 

Are  thefe  the  pages  which,  you  have  repeatedly  j worn , 
contain  not  a  fy liable  of  untruth  ?  Are  thefe  the  princi¬ 
pal  articles  which  your  moft  inveterate  fpleen  and  rancor 
cou’d  bring  againft  me  ?  If  they  are,  I  muft  acknowledge 
myfelf  obliged  to  you  for  producing  them ;  lince  you 

have 
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have  hereby  informed  the  public,  how  few  and  trifling 
they  are.  But  you  fay,  you  have  more  in  referve :  go 
on  therefore,  and  exercife  that  happy  talent  which  you 
feem  to  poflefs  for  hiftory-writing  !  but  if  an  explanation 
of  a  paflage  fhould  happen  to  be  demanded  of  you,  I 
hope  you  will  hereafter  be  provided  with  a  more  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer  than  that — the  quejiion  puts  you  in  fear  of 
your  life.  f 

0- 

I  might  have  expatiated  on  the  cruelty  of  leaving 
fiich  a  Brand  on  lb  unfullied  a  reputation,  as  was 
Mifs  Davies’s  :  for  as  you  have  induftrioufly  avoided  all 
explanation  how  this  difeafe  was  contracted,  the  whole 
weight  of  its  infamy  muft  neceflarily  lie  upon  her  me- 
mory.  I  might,  after  your  example,  have  deviate'd  from 
my  fubjeCt,  in  order  to  gratify  my  refentment ;  I  might, 
without  overftraining  my  invention ,  have  expo  fed.  your 
judgment  and  practice  in  fore  of  inftances  :  and  might 
lave  harrangued  upon  the  excellence  of  my  own.  But 
my  view  has  been  more  confined  ;  and  I  hope  my  pen 
has  not  tranfgrefled  its  bounds.  Candor  has  been  my  aim 
to  this  hour  of  my  life ;  and  the  moment  I  can  fee  you 
take  it  up,  the  refpeCt  which  you  have  received  from 
others  of  my  Brethren,  fhall  not  be  unpaid  by, 

Your  humble  Servant , 

Thomas  Hayes. 


Chefler , 

June  17,  1752. 


